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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to 1) examine the dynamism of King Taksin the Great’s
narratives in Thai social contexts and 2) analyse the conceptual process of the king’s
ritual-establishing in Thonburi regional area. To collect data, King Taksin’s narratives
were collected from chronicles, books and online media along with 3 field research
sites for ritual observation — King Taksin’s Monument at Wongwian Yai Roundabout,
Wat Intharam Temple and Wat Hong Rattanaram Temple, during 2020-2022.

As for the dynamism of narratives, the study reveals 5 taletypes — 1) the birth
of King Taksin 2) the king’s bravery toward state liberation 3) King Taksin as the monarch
of Thonburi Kingdom 4) the king’s fake death penalty 5) miracles of King Taksin. Within
all types of tales, 4 interesting dynamistic aspects are discovered, which are 1) narration
forms of presentation 2) contents 3) beliefs and 4) correlation between narratives and
ritual spaces. Selection and adaptation of narratives to get correspond to today’s social
contexts and individual needs.

About the conceptual process of ritual-establishing, it is composed of 1) the
Selection and adaptation of the king’s narratives to match with particular places 2) the
invention of concrete symbolic objects 3) the establishment of King Taksin-centred
rituals 4) the integration of the recent-making rituals with former worship and 5)
creation of newly rituals to serve individual needs in contemporary social contexts.
The phenomena reflect that the existence of King Taksin’s narratives and rituals can

be counted as creative folklore significantly based on global-and-tourism, capitalistic



and social information contexts. The main creative concept is to adapt historical
accounts to establish today’s narratives and indigenous belief-based rituals so the
king’s worship is accepted as well as being regarded as a place of historical awareness.
Eventually, in the contemporary world, King Taksin the Great still plays his important
role as a brave historical hero - the nation’s saviour, a culture hero and a divine spirit

of Thonburi who represents the region’s identity.

Keywords: Dynamism, Narratives, Rituals, King Taksin the Great
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